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ESCHATOLOGICAL CHALLENGES OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR:
NUCLEAR APOCALYPSE AS A SOCIAL THREAT

I. K. Vitiuk*

The biggest military conflict of the 21st century is the war in the center of Europe between Russia
and Ukraine. Because of it, the world is facing a real threat of nuclear war. Russia has turned to
threats of using nuclear weapons. This factor, along with a number of others, raised the question of
the effectiveness of the system of collective security in the world. The article is aimed at researching
the challenges of the highest level of danger that the whole world is facing during the Russian-
Ukrainian war. The purpose of the article is to analyze the eschatological challenges of the Russian-
Ukrainian war, assess the nuclear threat to the world, and find answers to questions about the
probability of a nuclear apocalypse because of the Russian-Ukrainian war. Challenges of the Russian-
Ukrainian war, which can threaten global catastrophes, are considered eschatological in this article.
Although eschatology arises within religion as a study of the final fate of the world and humanity,
with the development of technologies capable of contributing to a man-made "apocalypse”, the idea of
the probability of the "end of the world" goes far beyond religion.

Based on a comparative analysis, a study of the eschatological challenges that Russia poses to
the world public has been carried out. It is stated in the article that eschatological narratives either
relayed by mass media, in the form of propaganda or under the influence of the general trend of
alarmism, are a means of informational and psychological warfare, which is used to destabilize the
socio-political situation in the world. Among the challenges capable of causing a nuclear apocalypse,
the following ones were outlined: the threat of nuclear war using nuclear blackmail technology; arms
race; nuclear terrorism; the threat of an increase in the number of states with nuclear status; the
threat of the beginning of the Third World War. The threat of using biological or chemical weapons,
which is often voiced by Russian propagandists, is also highlighted. In the conclusions to the article,
it is indicated that the way of preventing the outlined threats of a nuclear apocalypse should be victory
of Ukraine over Russia with the subsequent deprivation of Russia's nuclear status.

Key words: Eschatology, NuclearWeapons, Nuclear Blackmail, Nuclear Terrorism, Nuclear
Apocalypse, War.
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ECXATOAOTTYHI BHKAHKH POCIMCBKO-YKPATHCHKOI BIMHHU: SIAEPHHUUI
AITOKAAIIICHC sIK COIIIAABHA 3ATPO3A

I. K. BiTrok

Haiibinvwuil silicexosuili koHgnikm XXI cmonimms — eiliHa 6 ueHmpi €sponu mik Pocieto i
Yrpainorw. BoHa nocmasuna ceim neped peaibHow 3az2po30t0 si0epHoi eiliHu. Pocis 3eepHynacs 0o
nozpo3 suKopucmaHHs sioepHoi 36poi. I yeti WUHHUK, pa3om 3 HU3KOI [HUUX, NIOHSAE8 NUMAHHSL NPO
epekmugHicme cucmemu KosnekmueHoi 6esnexu Yy ceimi. IIponoHosaHa cmamms cnpsimosaHa Ha
00CNIOIKEHHS BUIKAUKIE HAll8ULUL020 PiBHS Hebe3neKu, SKi UHUKAOMb ni0 Uac pocCilicbKo-YKpaiHcbKol
giliHu neped ycim cgimom. Memoro cmammi € AHAL3 eCXamol02iUHUX BUKJIUKI8 POCIICOKO-YKPAIHCbKOT
8illHU, OUIHKU s10epHOT 3azpo3u 0151 ceimy, NoWYK 8i0nosideli Ha NUMAHHS NPOo UMOBipHICMb s10epHO20
anoKanincucy 8 pesysbmami pocilicbKo-yKpaiHcbKkoi giliHu. Bukauku pocilicoKo-yKpaiHcbKkoi 8illHU,
KL 30amHi 3a2porKYyeamu Kamacmpogamu c8imogozo macuimabdy, Y uili cmammi po32/1510aromubest stk
ecxamonoziuri. Ecxamonozis xoua ti euHUKAE Y MeIKAX penizil Kk 8UeHHsl npo KiHuesy 000 ceimy i
a0cmea, i3 po3eUMKOM MEexXHOso2ll, 30amHux chpusmu "anokanincucy' pykomeopHomy, ioesi
timosipHocmi "KiHUYsL ceimy” 8uxoO0umsb 0aneKo 3a MexKi pesizii.

Ha ocHo8i NnopigHANIbHO20 AHANIZY 30iUCHEHO OOCNIONEHHST eCXamOJIO2UHUX SUKNUKI8, nepeo
saKxumu Pocis cmasume cgimosgy zpomadcbkicms. Y cmammi 8KA3AHO, WO eCXamOoJl02iUHl Hapamueu,
AKL pemparcawiomeess 3MIL uu y gopmi nponazarHou, uu nid BNAUBOM 3A20/1bHOI MEHOEeHUIl
anapmizmy, € 3acobom IHGOPMAYIliHOI ma NCUXON0IUHOL BIUHU, AKUU BUKOPUCMOSYEMbCS O/s
decmabinizauii couianvHo-nosimuurHoi cumyauii y ceimi. Ceped 8UKAUKIB, 30aMHUX CNPUUUHUMU
sd0epHuil anokxasincuc, 6ysno euodineHo: 3azpo3y sl0epHoi GIliHU i3 BUKOPUCMAHHSM MEXHOJ02LL
S0epH020 WAHMAXKY; 20HKY 030PO€EHb; I0epHUTL mepopusm; 3azpo3y 36L1blUUeHHS YuceibHoCmi 0eprkas
i3 si0epHum cmamycom; 3azpo3ly nouamky Tpemwvoi ceimoeoi giliHu. BudinieHo makoix 3azpo3y
suKoOpuUCmMaHHs 6i01021UHOL YU XIMIUHOT 36poi, sKa uacmo AyHae 8i0 pocilicbkux nponazaHoucmis. Y
BUCHOBKAX 00 cmammi 6KAa3aHO, U0 ULISIXOM NONepeodskeHHs. OKPEeCleHUX 3azpo3 sl0epHO20
anokanincucy mae cmamu nepemoza YKkpaiHu Had Pocieto i3 nodanvuwum nozbaeneHHsm Pocii
sl0epHoz20 cmamycy.

Knrouoei cnoea: ecxamosiozisi, soepHa 30post, Ss0epHUll WaHMAaoK, ss0epHUll mepopuim, si0epHUll
anoKaiincuc, 8iliHda.

Introduction of the issue. The war successor of the USSR as a member in the
waged by Russia against Ukraine became UN, in the Security Council of this
the largest military conflict of the 21st organization, makes the effective
century. The full-scale invasion of Russia operation of the organization impossible,
on the territory of Ukraine on February since, being a de facto aggressor and a
24, 2022 opened a brand new page in the party to the conflict, de jure occupies the
history of wars, because the world faced a place of a peacemaker. Moreover, its
real threat of nuclear war. The aggressor actions as a member of the UN are aimed
country, unable to achieve military goals at achieving its own goals, and not at
on the battlefield, turned to threats of maintaining peace. For a long time after
using nuclear weapons. This factor, along the collapse of the USSR, the image of the
with a number of others, raised the "second army of the world" created by
question of the effectiveness of the system means of propaganda in the Russian
of collective security in the world. The mass media kept in fear those countries
activities of the UN and other that were at the opposite pole since the
international organizations indicate a Cold War - the countries of the "collective
crisis in the system of collective security, west", and the rest of the world. This is
especially after the UN refused to classify how Russia gained the reputation of a
Russia's actions in Ukraine as genocide country that is feared, against which no
against Ukrainians. Most experts and one will oppose, against which no one can
scientists fully understand that the UN, in stand in a military confrontation. Russia's
the form in which it has existed since the status of a nuclear state is a strong
Second World War, needs to be reformed. argument in favor of this mythology. Lack
Russia, having declared itself the of Russia's victory on the battlefield
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causes the situation that from time to
time, with varying intensity, we hear from
Russian officials and propagandists a
narrative about the possibility of Russia
using nuclear weapons against Ukraine
or other countries that most actively
support Ukraine. This very Russia's
persistent return of the issue of the
nuclear threat to the context of the
discourse of maintaining global security
can rightfully be considered the most
serious challenge of our time.

Therefore, the article is aimed at
researching the challenges of the highest
level of danger that arise during the
Russian-Ukrainian war before the whole
world. It helps to determine the extent of
threats to countries that directly border
Russia, countries that support Ukraine in
confrontation with it, as well as to develop
strategies to avoid a nuclear apocalypse
and preserve the existence of life on earth
in general.

The purpose of the research is to
analyze the eschatological challenges of
the Russian-Ukrainian war, assess the
nuclear threat to the world, and find
answers to questions about the
probability of a nuclear apocalypse as a
result of the Russian-Ukrainian war.

Discussion and results. Among the
numerous challenges of the Russian-
Ukrainian war, the most large-scale and
threatening are those ones that are found
in the world's media resources and
threaten the stability of the entire world.
In this article, they are outlined by the
term ‘"eschatological challenges", by
which we mean threats capable of causing
catastrophic consequences for humanity,
a real apocalypse at the global level of the
planet's existence.

Threats of a planetary scale that may
arise in the course of the Russian-
Ukrainian war are considered in this
article in their eschatological context.
Eschatology - (Gr. eoxatodoyia « d.-Gr.
goxatog "ultimate, last" and Aoyog "word;
knowledge") — a religious teaching about
the ultimate fate of man, humanity and
the world [1: 140]. Eschatology arises
within religion as part of a doctrine at a
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time when the threat to the existence of
humanity was thought to be potentially
possible only in a supernatural way. With
the development of technologies that can
contribute to a man-made "apocalypse",
the idea of the possibility of the "end of the
world" goes far Dbeyond religion.
Eschatological ideas are especially
relevant in connection with events that
may one way or another threaten the
existence of the entire world, such as
Covid-19 or the Russian-Ukrainian war.
Therefore, in our opinion, consideration of
the nuclear threat to the existence of
humanity is quite possible within the
framework of the analysis of
eschatological factors of the modern
world.

Challenge one: the threat of nuclear
war. The introduction of constant threats
to use nuclear weapons by the President
of Russia into the global geopolitical
discourse brings humanity back to the
long-known axiom: a nuclear war cannot
be won. World leaders from the highest
podiums announced that [2]. However,
the "nuclear narrative" continues to be a
leading one in the list of means for Russia
to achieve its military goals in Ukraine.
Although nuclear weapons have been the
most lethal to mankind for more than
eighty years, in international politics they
have been considered primarily as a
weapon of deterrence. For military
purposes, nuclear weapons were used
only once in history: in 1945 in Japan.

Among the technologies of "rattling"
nuclear weapons, Russia widely uses
direct nuclear blackmail. Note that nuclear
war is possible only between countries
possessing nuclear weapons. As of 2022,
the existence of a '"nuclear -club"
consisting of eight states has been
officially recognized: the USA, Russia,
Great Britain, France, the People's
Republic of China, India, Pakistan, and
the DPRK [3]. The presence of nuclear
weapons in Israel, as well as the potential
possibility of their development by Iran,
remains an open question. Ukraine gave
up nuclear weapons in 1991, when the
Verkhovna Rada announced Ukraine's



Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Philosophical Sciences. Vol. 1 (93), 2023

BicHur 2ZKumomupcokozo 0epaxxasHoz20 yHigepcumemy imeHi IsaHa PpaHka.
dinocogpcoki Hayku. Bun. 1 (93), 2023

nuclear-free status [4]. Belarus and
Kazakhstan also gave wup nuclear
weapons. Now we have a situation where
a "nuclear" country threatens to use
nuclear weapons against a "non-nuclear"
country, which is actually nuclear
blackmail. Russia uses it quite effectively
as a means of informational and
psychological warfare: as a factor in the
escalation of nuclear risks in the world
and as a means of deterring military aid
to Ukraine [5]. At the same time, the
nuclear rhetoric is strengthened by some
actions of Russia, such as, for example,
the transfer of nuclear warheads to the
territory of Belarus, to the borders of
NATO [6].

The seriousness of nuclear threats to
the existence of humanity in connection
with Russia's invasion of Ukraine is
evidenced by the movement of the hands
of the "Doomsday Clock" closer to
midnight. This project was created in
1947 by the creators of the first atomic
weapons, who two years earlier founded
the "Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists" in
order to show how close to self-
destruction humanity was. During the 75
years of the project's existence, the hands
of the clock were moved 25 times, either
closer, or further from midnight [7]. The
furthest from midnight the hand was
moved to the mark of 17 minutes to in
1991 in connection with the signing of the
treaty on the reduction of strategic
weapons between the United States and
the Soviet Union.

On January 24, 2023, the second hand
was moved to the mark 90 seconds to
midnight, the closest indicator to the time
of the disaster in its entire history. In
addition, the time we live was called "a
time of unprecedented danger" [8]. Among
the factors that put the world so close to
the brink of disaster, Russia's war against
Ukraine is mentioned as the main one. In
the Doomsday Clock 2023 statement,
other threats related to nuclear weapons
were described, the understanding of
which influenced the decision to move
hands, in particular: the danger of an
arms race after the expiration of the
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nuclear weapons treaty between the
United States, Russia, CHB-III; China's
expansion of its nuclear potential; the
possibility of creating nuclear weapons by
Iran; increase in nuclear arsenal by India
and Pakistan; modernization of nuclear
weapons by the USA, Russia and China
[8].

The next eschatological challenge of
our time is the arms race, which has
already de facto spread all over the world.
Russia's war against Ukraine
convincingly proved two facts: first, no
country in the world has weapons enough
to wage war; secondly, modern wars are
wars of technology [9]. We watched as
Ukraine, European countries, especially
former social camp countries, used up
their stockpiles of weapons of past
generations, developed during the Soviet
Union, and to a large extent this is Soviet
weaponry, transferring it to Ukraine.
Russia also fights mainly with Soviet
weapons, the reserves of which, although
huge, are not endless. At the same time,
the advantage of the Armed Forces at the
front began with the use of innovative
military technologies: drones, satellite
communication, and reconnaissance
equipment [9].

The supply of weapons to Ukraine
allowed defense companies to make huge
profits. Yes, their shares have increased

since January 2022: Rheinmetall,
Germany — by 190%; Saab, Sweden — by
125%; Thales, France - by 72%;

Leonardo, Italy — by 62%; BAE Systems,
Great Britain - by 60%; Lockheed Martin,
USA - by 35% [9]. At the same time, NATO
countries increased their own defense
budgets: Poland - 2.5 times, Germany -
2% of GDP; France — by a third. Countries
that received weapons from Russia are
forced to reorient themselves to other
manufacturers [9].

However, the apocalypse of the
Russian-Ukrainian war is fueled not only
by the narrative about the use of nuclear
weapons. Another  military-strategic
technology of the Russian Federation has
become a serious challenge for the world:
the capture of nuclear power plants on



Zhytomyr Ivan Franko State University Journal. Philosophical Sciences. Vol. 1 (93), 2023

BicHur 2ZKumomupcokozo 0epaxxasHoz20 yHigepcumemy imeHi IsaHa PpaHka.
dinocogpcoki Hayku. Bun. 1 (93), 2023

the territory of Ukraine — Chornobyl and
Zaporizhzhia, which poses a direct threat
of man-made disasters, the consequences
of which are difficult to even predict.

In this connection, the next serious
challenge for the world is nuclear terrorism.
In the media space, this term describes the
actions of the occupying Russian troops
regarding the capture of the Ukrainian
nuclear power plants: Chornobyl and
Zaporizhzhya [10]. The capture of the
territory of the Chernobyl NPP was carried
out at the beginning of the full-scale
invasion in February-March 2022. While on
its territory, the Russian occupying forces
destroyed and disabled the unique
equipment created specifically for the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant. And now it
is impossible to track either the level of
radiation pollution of the environment at
the station and near it, or the situation of
radiation leaks from the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant, if there are any [11].

In the "Bulletin of Nuclear Scientists" for
January 2023, the danger of Russia
bringing '"its war to the sites of the
Chornobyl and Zaporizhzhya NPPs" was
also indicated as a factor in the world's
approach to an unfavorable future
development scenario, which violated
international protocols and rejected "the
efforts of the International Atomic Energy
Agency energy aimed at protecting these
stations" [8]. The Chernobyl nuclear power
plant was occupied for over a month. On
March 31, 2022, it became known that the
Russian invaders had left its territory, and
the estimated losses from looting alone
amounted to 135 million dollars [12].

Captured by the Russians,
Zaporizhzhya NPP is the largest power
plant in Europe. And it remains the main
means of nuclear terrorism. IAEA
representatives made a statement about
the violation of "all key principles of
nuclear safety" at the ZNPP after they were
allowed to the power plant. In particular,
the damage to the NPP building and the
security system at auxiliary production
facilities was indicated; problems with the
supply of diesel fuel for backup generators;
restricting staff access to certain areas of
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the station; lack of communication
between the ZNPP and the branch
generator "Energoatom" and the IAEA [13].
After the IAEA mission completed its visit
to the power plant, two of its
representatives remained there, but this
does not significantly affect the situation
with the capture of the ZNPP or the
creation of a demilitarized zone around it.

An extremely threatening concomitant
circumstance of the capture of the ZANP,
which can have serious far-reaching
consequences in the field of nuclear
energy (and security in general), is
Russia's alleged theft of secret US nuclear
technology. Thus, as early as June 2021,
the US Department of Energy made a
statement regarding cooperation in the
field of maintenance of the ZNPP reactor,
namely the introduction of a new
maintenance procedure [14]. According to
CNN, on March 17, 2023, the head of the
US Office of Non-Proliferation Policy of the
Ministry of Energy, Andrea Ferkile, in a
letter to the general director of Rosatom,
informed about the prohibition of their
access to '"nuclear technical data of
American origin, which are under the
export control of the United States
government", which would be a violation
of US legislation [15].

Moreover, although there was no
official response to this letter, in less than
a month the US Treasury introduced
sanctions against the state corporation
"Rosatom" and its related structures [16].
It is reasonable to assume that the
reasons for this include the violation of
the ban on access to the above-mentioned
secret technology.

At the stage of discussing whether the
hands of the "Doomsday Clock" should be
moved, in which direction and how far,
the experts were going because of the war
in Ukraine to move them even closer to
midnight. However, taking into account
the factor of active opposition of the US
government to Russia's military
aggression against Ukraine, it was
decided to stop at the 90 second mark
[17]. And this to a certain extent indicates
the recognition of a tendency towards
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some reduction of the threat of a nuclear
apocalypse of the world.

Among the factors that influenced the
decision to set the risk indicator 90
seconds before the disaster, experts call
the biothreat factor. The Covid-19
pandemic has opened a new era in human
history, for which a pandemic is a
common phenomenon that can happen at
any time. Mankind will need up to several
years to overcome them. Without fixing on
the question of the origin of the virus that
causes Covid-19, most researchers
emphasize the possibility of a leak from
biolaboratories. Of particular concern is
the tendency in Russian propaganda to
spread the narrative about "secret
biolaboratories" in Ukraine and other
countries of the world. Therefore, in
addition to an accident with a leak, a
Russian provocation is possible, during
which some biological research center
may be blown up or set on fire [8].

Another eschatological challenge of our
time is the increase in the number of
nuclear states, or the Iranian threat. Iran
has been under sanctions since 1979.
Some of the sanctions concern Iran's
nuclear program. In 1995, the US
government cut off all financial and trade
agreements with Iran to prevent Iran from
developing nuclear weapons. However,
Iran does not stop its nuclear program, in
response to which the UN Security
Council adopted a series of sanctions
from 2006 to 2015. Under their pressure,
in 2015, official Tehran announced its
readiness to abandon the development of
nuclear weapons. However, in 2018, the
government of US President Donald
Trump withdrew from the Vienna Nuclear
Agreement, thus removing all obligations
from Iran to end its nuclear program [18].

Because of such relations between Iran
and the USA (the "collective West"), the
level of "anti-Americanism" in various
manifestations of foreign policy is
increasing in many countries of the global
South. It is the last factor that is of
significant importance in making a
decision regarding the choice of whose
side to take in the war between Russia

55

and Ukraine. Since the USA is the
"enemy" of Iran, so is the one whom the
USA supports. And vice versa: the enemy
of my enemy should situationally become
a potential ally. However, it is not only
Russia's anti-American/anti-Western
rhetoric that attracts Iran to its side.
Russia possesses uranium enrichment
technologies, which it agreed to transfer
to it (it is possible that already enriched
uranium is also included). In return, Iran
agreed to provide Russia with lethal
weapons (Shahed drones) and negotiated
with Russia to provide it with Iranian
ballistic missiles. And although official
Tehran refuses to recognize the very fact
of its supply of weapons to Russia, the
found wreckage of these drones indicates
the opposite. The reward for violating
sanctions is becoming a more important
factor for Iran than the consequences of
Western sanctions. As it became known
from the statement of the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff of the USA, General
Mark Milley, Iran, having received the
uranium enrichment technology from
Russia, will be able to create nuclear
weapons in the near future. But he also
emphasizes that the task of the US is to
prevent this [19]. In this way, the world
can get another nuclear country and,
accordingly, increase the risk of a nuclear
war.

No less a global challenge in the
modern world is the direct threat of the
beginning of the Third World War.
According to the Ipsos survey, over the
past year, in connection with the
Russian-Ukrainian war, the percentage of
those who believe that there will be an
attack with nuclear, biological or
chemical weapons has increased from 66
to 75%. And the Third World War may
begin by 2047 [20]. It is known that the
President of  Ukraine, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, said on February 20, 2023,
that the cause of the Third World War
could be a military alliance between
Russia and China [21]. Such an alliance
between Russia and China, which Iran is
likely to join, is very dangerous, as it will
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create the greatest problems for humanity
in the 21st century [22].

Oleksandr Kraev, an expert of the
Foreign Policy Council "Ukrainian Prism"
believes that the Third World War is
already underway, but in different parts
of the world in different ways. In Ukraine
— in the form of a hot war phase [23].
Another modern trend is to regard the war
in Ukraine as a world war, which, despite
the fact that it did not go beyond the
borders of Ukraine, has almost all the
signs of a world war [24]. In this
understanding of the world war, Ukraine
has already saved the world from the
Third World War, because the greatest
evil of the 21st century is Russian fascism
in the form of rashism and Putinism.

A Chinese attack on Taiwan, when the
United States takes the side of Taiwan,
can provoke the Third World War. As a
result, we will get a war between two "big"
powers, which will automatically turn into
a world war.

In addition to all of the above, Russia
should be recognized as an eco-terrorist
today. Due to the Russian-Ukrainian war,
a third of Ukrainian land is unsafe for
agriculture. Mainly due to mining and soil
pollution. As of February 6, 2023, more
than 2.3 thousand cases of environmental
damage were recorded in the amount of
approx. 1.9 trillion hryvnias. In fact, the
Russian-Ukrainian war caused serious
damage not only to the environment of
Ukraine, but also to the whole of Europe.
Its consequences can be long-term and
unpredictable [25].

Conclusions and research
perspectives. So, the Russian-Ukrainian
war became a real trigger for a number of
apocalyptic threats to humanity, which
gives grounds to consider it in an
eschatological sense. Eschatological
narratives relayed by mass media, either
in the form of propaganda or under the
influence of the general trend of
alarmism, are also a means of
informational and psychological warfare,
which is used to destabilize the socio-
political situation in the world. The
leading place in this belongs to the
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exploitation of the idea of the threat of
nuclear war. It is considered the most
likely apocalyptic event of our time. All the
more so because Russia constantly talks
about nuclear war as an aggressor
country that not only possesses nuclear
weapons, but also threatens to use them
against non-nuclear states.

The presence of nuclear weapons is the
reason for the emergence of the
phenomenon of nuclear blackmail as a
technology for conducting the Russian-
Ukrainian war. Nuclear blackmail
involves third countries in the narrative of
nuclear war, although it is used mainly
for a preventive purpose: to prevent the
supply of weapons to Ukraine.

Nuclear terrorism is a new phenomenon
in the history of warfare. The use of the
"peaceful atom" for military purposes
carries potentially eschatological threats
to humanity. The damage caused by the
presence of occupying Russian troops on
the territory of the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant is still being investigated.
Now, the situation with the seizure of the
ZANP by the Russian occupying forces
and all the potential threats arising from
it remains unresolved.

Arms race is not a new phenomenon,
but one of the most threatening for the
existence of  humanity. Russia's
provocation through nuclear blackmail of
an arms race, which is actually already in
full swing, increases humanity's potential
for self-destruction. However, on the other
hand, the dangerous precedent of the
Russian-Ukrainian war proves the need
to strengthen the defense capabilities of
each individual country and the
importance of military defense alliances.

Russia's strengthening of situational
allies in the Russian-Ukrainian war with
technological means may lead to an
increase in the club of nuclear states. A
country with nuclear status and radical
views on reality may appear on the world
map - Iran.

The threat of wuse of biological or
chemical weapons by Russia is
substantiated with the help of a
propaganda narrative about the alleged
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existence of secret biolaboratories in
Ukraine, where biological weapons are

manufactured using Western
technologies. Moreover, the Russian
Federation's frequent appeal to the

biothreat narrative can be seen as an
intention to use such weapons by Russia
itself, as a provocation or with a
preventive purpose.

The threat of the Third World War. The
escalation of the war between Russia and
Ukraine, which is actually a war between
two civilizations, into the Third World War
is a popular narrative in the world
information space. Exploitation of the

idea of the threat of the Third World War
is used as a means of putting pressure on
Ukraine, pushing it to negotiate with
Russia. On the other hand, we observe a
trend that indicates the perception of the
threat of the Third World War as
something that must be prevented by any
means. And Ukraine's victory over Russia,
with the subsequent deprivation of the
latter's nuclear status, can prevent it.
Ultimately, Ukraine's victory over Russia
should end with the deprivation of
Russia's nuclear status, which can
prevent a nuclear threat to the future of
humanity.
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